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WHEELOCK COLLEGE

Course:

SPE 542 Impact of Special Needs

Professor:

Gina Stefanini
Office:


Longwood Faculty office, request an appointment or meet before or after class.
Phone/email:

857-200-0037, gstefanini@wheelock.edu, ginamstefanini@gmail.com  
Class Schedule:
Thursdays, 5:00 to 8:00 pm, Room Main Campus, Activities East, 320




Online Learning Component 
OVERARCHING GOALS FOR THE COURSE
· To look at the whole child and understand the critical role of special education Individualized Education Process to inform instruction and understand the child’s learning process.

· To understand the overarching ideas, regulations, structures, and resources of Special Education.

· To develop strategies and approaches for supporting all learners.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Surveys mild and moderate disabilities and their implications for children's academic, social, and emotional learning.  Introduces curricular strategies for addressing student needs, and the development of Individual Education Plans (IEPs).  Studies federal and state regulations pertaining to special education services.  Presents an array of service delivery models and explains the teacher’s role in each.  Elaborates the concept of Least Restrictive Environment (LRE), strategies for inclusion, and techniques for working with families and service providers.

STANDARDS ADDRESSED

CEC Initial Preparation Standards: In December 2012 the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) approved the initial and advanced CEC Preparation Standards for special educators. http://www.cec.sped.org/Standards/Special-Educator-Professional-Preparation/CEC-Initial-and-Advanced-Preparation-Standards?sc_lang=en We will cover key elements of the six standards. See end of syllabus for details.
REQUIRED SOURCE (COURSE TEXT):  http://impactofspecialneeds.weebly.com/   
STUDENT LEARNING GOALS

Upon completion of the course, students will provide evidence of the following:

1. An ability to analyze student case material using the understandings and skills presented in this course.

2. Knowledge and understanding of the nature, prevalence, and etiology of the following disabilities as noted in MA disability categories: Specific Learning Disability; Communication Disability; Emotional and Behavioral Disorders, Developmental Delay, Intellectual Impairment,  Attention Deficit-Hyperactivity Disorder; Physical Disability (cerebral palsy, deaf, vision impaired), Autism.

3. An understanding and appreciation for the rights and needs of parents of special needs students and the need for a strong home/school relationship.




4. An understanding and appreciation for issues of poverty, class, race, and gender regarding the identification of children as having special needs.

5. A clear understanding of definitions found in Chapter 766 and PL 94-142 for each of the handicapping conditions listed above, as well as an understanding of the doctrine of Least Restrictive Environment and FAPE.

6. An understanding of each of the components of an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) and beginning skill at composing an IEP (including benchmark and goal setting/writing).

7. An understanding of a variety of service delivery models currently in use, and types of support services available for students, including Inclusion Model, Consulting Teacher Model, Resource Model, as well as the role of speech and language therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy, and music or expressive therapies.

8. Knowledge and understanding of the current debate regarding the General Education Initiative and Inclusion.

9. An ability to locate and interpret information found in standard references (text and online), such as the DSM-V, The Encyclopedia of Special Education, Council for Exceptional Children’s, and others.

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION OF YOUR PERFORMANCE

Course Requirements

1.
Students will attend all class meetings and be prepared to participate in class discussions. Attendance points will be awarded on a descending scale; this means if you attend all classes and are an active participant you will receive 12 points.

2.
Assignments will be graded on the following criteria:

· Clear, professional report writing

· Thoughtful, concise analysis and synthesis of information

· Assignments should be typed and with one inch margins.

3. Upload 2 assignments on to Moodle and the rest will be on the course website.
4. Contact the Instructor if you are having difficulty and your assignment will be late.  Late assignments will require a reduction of grade.  
5. Students will be divided into working groups throughout our time together.  The goals of these groups are:  Cooperative work groups allow a division of labor so key information will not be missed by anyone.  The rule of Individual Accountability with Group Responsibility will be operative in the groups.  That is, individuals will be responsible for doing a thorough and comprehensible job on their portions of group work because they are accountable to the whole group.  Working cooperatively, students learn more deeply than if they were working alone.

6. Classroom Norms:

(a) Start and end on time
(b) Monitor 'air-time'
(c) Assume goodwill
(d) Be Present. Participate and engage.  Be responsible for your and others learning.  
(e) Refrain from 'side-bar' conversations
(f) Confidentiality
7. Online Participation: Online contributions will be another essential ingredient to your graduate work and your work as future educational leaders in the field of special education. Therefore 12 points toward your final grade will include our assessment of participation.

Course Policies

Academic honesty: Students are expected to adhere to both the letter and spirit of the Wheelock College Academic Honesty Policy. Students are responsible to read the full policy available in the Wheelock College Handbook. Evidence of policy violations on any assignment will automatically result in, minimally, a failing grade on the assignment in question irrespective of the student’s intent.  Instances of plagiarism will be reported to the Vice President of Academic Affairs. 

Standards for written work: All written assignments must be typed and digitally submitted. Font size and type should be 12-point or larger. All assignments should observe Standard English and use APA citations. 
Student Success Resources 

What is COMPASS?

COMPASS (Community Partnership for Student Success) is a comprehensive approach to student success designed to respond effectively to the needs of students by connecting them to the appropriate supports in our Wheelock community. 
COMPASS Referral System

This referral system provides an opportunity for instructors and staff members to alert advisors and the Student Outreach Task Force to concerns they have about students.
The COMPASS referral system is an important tool that creates opportunities for you to discuss your progress and utilize appropriate resources such as faculty, academic advisors, academic support, Student Life, Athletics, and the Counseling Center. You will know if a COMPASS has been submitted for you if you receive an email from compass@wheelock.edu. 

Academic Support Services

Wheelock College provides free academic support services to all students.  

· Peer Tutors provide academic help with specific courses or with general academic skills such studying or time management. To request a peer tutor, please submit the Peer Tutor Request Form found in the Study Lounge (Library 205) or at MyWheelock under the Academic Support Tab. For question regarding the peer tutor program, contact Julia Mears at (617)879-2179 or at jmears@wheelock.edu 

· Writing Consultants work with students on writing assignments on a drop-in basis most afternoons and evenings until 10 p.m. in the library. Just drop in or if you have specific questions, contact Jenne Powers at (617)879-2122 or at  jpowers@wheelock.edu
 

· Faculty and Peer Coaches in Oral Presentation are available to all students. Faculty coaches offer in-class coaching for oral presentations and increased class participation. Peer Coaches offer students individual and small group preparation for oral presentations, outside of class time.  Students can contact the peer coaches with questions or to set up a coaching time at thespeakingcenter@wheelock.edu.   Faculty and students can contact Marianne Adams at madams@wheelock.edu  for in-class coaching or for specific questions. 

Disability Services 

It is the policy of Wheelock College to provide appropriate, reasonable accommodations to students who have documented learning, physical, cognitive, or psychiatric disabilities.

Students with disabilities are encouraged to meet with the course instructor. To receive appropriate accommodations students must request services. Please make an appointment by going to mycompass.wheelock.edu with Rachel Buday, Coordinator of Disability Services. If you have questions regarding disability services please contact Rachel at rbuday@wheelock.edu or at (617) 879-2030.

 

Grading and Assignments 
The following pieces of work will be used to determine our final grade.  The amount each contributes to the final grade is noted below:
Assignments





                     Week Due        Grading Points

Participation and Professional Development:

1. Mini Assignment*






2

06

2. Resource Binder






5

10
3. Attendance, Participation and Blog (Reading and Response)
1-6

24

4. Inquiry Project (Online)





6

20

5. Case Study: Individualized Education Plan and Documents*
August 10
40

*Uploaded onto Moodle

Mini-Assignment  
Carefully read the syllabus for this course.  Submit a brief paper that can be written in a bulleted format addressing the following areas.  This is not meant to be a formal paper but to have you understand the syllabus, the CEC standards and your learning goals for the course.

a) Introduce yourself and briefly identify your practica setting and the grade/age/description of the children you will be working with in September (if you don’t know then do not submit this section);

b) List the major assignments required for this course (Five Assignment Areas);
c) What particular Inquiry Project do you have interest?  Why?;
d) What do you expect to learn from this course?; 

e) Identify what skills and experience you can offer to others in this course.
ATTENDANCE, PARTICIPATION and Reading Response on BLOG
There are a several ways to actively participate in this course and the following are activities that will be explained in class.

a. Fully engage in the work during weekly course sessions and online blog;
b. Lead small group discussion on assigned reading or discussion topics;
c. Read assigned reading and ask questions/make comments;
d. Participate in discussion; 
e. Refrain from using electronic devices so that you are actively listening and participating with the class
f. Regularly access the weebly for weekly readings and blog participation.
g. Submit all assignments on to the Moodle and to track your grades.


RESOURCE BINDER 
Throughout your assessment career, you will spend a lot of time collecting resources and information about assessment, especially since you always need to keep your skills updated.  We hope that you leave this course with a good beginning collection of such information.  To make this information readily available, it is helpful to organize it into clear areas.  Think of this as your first assessment “file cabinet.” Compile and organize the materials in such a way that they are useful to your professional work such as by topic areas (i.e. pre-referral, planning, writing report, test reviews, readings, Department of Education regulations, etc.).

      a.   Throughout the semester you will collect information that will be helpful during your practicum

      b.   Organize this information into a binder/file folder/ portable file/or digitally – whatever is most useful  

      c.   Bring the binder or your computer/flash drive to share with your peers
Inquiry Project

Students will select a single topic in special education. They will investigate and provide a digital reference tool that will showcase important information and strategies for educators. You may choose to work with another classmate but be sure to duplicate the amount of content for your project. Topics can include any topic from our course website, additional inquiry ideas (located at the end of the syllabus) or a student-developed idea (pre-approved by the third week). The focus can be on a specific disability, a specialize strategy, research in learning or other approved special education topic of interest.
Weebly Product will include:
a.  Description of Disability: (etiology, characteristics (including any related health issues), incidence and prevalence, affect on development, medical interventions, …). Include a video, images and short text content with web resources for further information. Description of Intervention/Theory: Include a video, images, examples, and short text content with web resources for further information.

b.  Learning (academic and social) How does this disability affect learning (impact on communicating, socially interacting, learning (auditory, kinesthetic, visual)?  How can we support learning and increase strengths? (classroom accommodations/modification recommendations, common related services, technology supports for learning and communicating) http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/de/pd/instr/categ.html  (consider type of instruction). Description of Intervention/Theory: Include how this intervention or theory will support learning for students with disabilities.
The content should be presented in digital form and be included on our Weebly. Examples include: Power Point, Glogster, Podcast, eBook, video… Assistance is available on designing your digital presentations.  Please see instructor if you need assistance.
Bibliography:  All references and resources should be clearly available on the Weebly.  Digital images of the books, links to articles, uTube video links, graphs, images, short summary, resources… should all be included on you Weebly page. 

Inquiry Project Components (double content for partner work):
a. Title
b. Short paragraph summary (self produced)

c. Images (charts, diagrams, examples) with description (< sentence) 

d. Video (2) description, strategies, etiology…

e. Strategies and Resources (documents)
f. Research articles (3-6)

g. Strategy articles (3-4) found or written

h. Slide show or Photo gallery

i.  Audio player (your voice…discussing < 1 minute)

j.  Embedded document
Presentations will be organized in a protocol led, small group dialogue.  The conversation will last no longer than 3 minutes.  Be prepared to be concise and bring out the essential information for teaching practice, student learning, and inclusion. You will be using the website to support your discussion.
IEP Case Study

A real student with a disability will be presented within the context of the case study.  You are to take the role of a special educator on a team that is responsible for designing a program for the student. You will proceed from classroom observations and concerns, to pre-referral, Child Study Team, referral, evaluations and the IEP. To this end, your goal is to learn about educational, psychological, and social terminology, diagnoses, and prescriptions- all in the context of a real and to design an appropriate Individualized Educational Plan for the student.

In designing the IEP, you are to demonstrate that you can translate your understanding of the child into a reasoned plan and recognize the specialized services he or she may require. A critical assignment for this course is to synthesize information collected on one student and prepare a comprehensive written IEP that prioritizes the areas that are most important for this student.  You will also demonstrate that you understand the various components of the IEP, and can write in the style demanded by the IEP process.  We will do much of this work in class and practice completing the forms together.  Final IEP products will require editing for spelling, punctuation and grammar. There is an art to writing a good, useful educational evaluation; you need practice, feedback, and a chance to revise after more feedback.   Therefore we are asking you to write a draft that will be supported through peer edit before a final draft is submitted.
a. Observation Reports with Recommendations for Learning and Socialization

b. Response to Intervention Referral Form: Child Study Form

c. Student Accommodation Plan

d. Educational Assessment Part A and B
e. Individualized Education Plan Pages 1-8; Placement Pages 1-2; ED-1; N1

f.  Specific Learning Disability Form and Observation Report Form

g. Goals and Benchmarks for each area of need

STANDARDS INTRODUCED
CEC Initial Preparation Standards: In December 2012 the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) approved the initial and advanced CEC Preparation Standards for special educators. http://www.cec.sped.org/Standards/Special-Educator-Professional-Preparation/CEC-Initial-and-Advanced-Preparation-Standards?sc_lang=en We will cover key elements of the six standards.
CEC Initial Preparation Standard 1   Learner Development and Individual Learning Differences: Beginning special education professionals understand how exceptionalities may interact with development and learning and use this knowledge to provide meaningful and challenging learning experiences for individuals with exceptionalities.
(a) Beginning special education professionals understand how language, culture, and family background influence the learning of individuals with exceptionalities. 

(b) Beginning special education professionals use understanding of development and individual differences to respond to the needs of individuals with exceptionalities. 
CEC Initial Preparation Standard 2   Learning Environments: Beginning special education professionals create safe, inclusive, culturally responsive learning environments so that individuals with exceptionalities become active and effective learners and develop emotional wellbeing, positive social interactions, and self-determination.
(c) Beginning special education professionals through collaboration with general educators and other colleagues create safe, inclusive, culturally responsive learning environments to engage individuals with exceptionalities in meaningful learning activities and social interactions.
(d) Beginning special education professionals use motivational and instructional interventions to teach individuals with exceptionalities how to adapt to different environments. 

(e) Beginning special education professionals know how to intervene safely and appropriately with individuals with exceptionalities in crisis. 
CEC Initial Preparation Standard 3 Curricular Content Knowledge: Beginning special education professionals use knowledge of general and specialized curricula to individualize learning for individuals with exceptionalities.
(f) Beginning special education professionals understand the central concepts, structures of the discipline, and tools of inquiry of the content areas they teach , and can organize this knowledge, integrate cross-disciplinary skills, and develop meaningful learning progressions for individuals with exceptionalities.

(g) Beginning special education professionals understand and use general and specialized content knowledge for teaching across curricular content areas to individualize learning for individuals with exceptionalities.

(h) Beginning special education professionals modify general and specialized curricula to make them accessible to individuals with exceptionalities. 
CEC Initial Preparation Standard 4    Assessment: Beginning special education professionals use multiple methods of assessment and data-sources in making educational decisions.
(i) Beginning special education professionals select and use technically sound formal and informal assessments that minimize bias. 

(j) Beginning special education professionals use knowledge of measurement principles and practices to interpret assessment results and guide educational decisions for individuals with exceptionalities. 

(k) Beginning special education professionals in collaboration with colleagues and families use multiple types of assessment information in making decisions about individuals with exceptionalities. 

(l) Beginning special education professionals engage individuals with exceptionalities to work toward quality learning and performance and provide feedback to guide them. 
CEC Initial Preparation Standard 5
   Instructional Planning and Strategies: Beginning special education professionals select, adapt, and use a repertoire of evidence-based instructional strategies to advance learning of individuals with exceptionalities.
(m) Beginning special education professionals consider an individual’s abilities, interests, learning environments, and cultural and linguistic factors in the selection, development, and adaptation of learning experiences for individual with exceptionalities.
(n) Beginning special education professionals use technologies to support instructional assessment, planning, and delivery for individuals with exceptionalities.
(o) Beginning special education professionals are familiar with augmentative and alternative communication systems and a variety of assistive technologies to support the communication and learning of individuals with exceptionalities.
(p) Beginning special education professionals use strategies to enhance language development and communication skills of individuals with exceptionalities.
(q) Beginning special education professionals develop and implement a variety of education and transition plans for individuals with exceptionalities across a wide range of settings and different learning experiences in collaboration with individuals, families, and teams.
(r) Beginning special education professionals teach to mastery and promote generalization of learning.
(s) Beginning special education professionals teach cross-disciplinary knowledge and skills such as critical thinking and problem solving to individuals with exceptionalities.
CEC Initial Preparation Standard 6
    Professional Learning and Ethical Practice: Beginning special education professionals use foundational knowledge of the field and the their professional Ethical Principles and Practice Standards to inform special education practice, to engage in lifelong learning, and to advance the profession.
(t) Beginning special education professionals use professional Ethical Principles and Professional Practice Standards to guide their practice.
(u) Beginning special education professionals understand how foundational knowledge and current issues influence professional practice.
(v) Beginning special education professionals understand that diversity is a part of families, cultures, and schools, and that complex human issues can interact with the delivery of special education services.
(w) Beginning special education professionals understand the significance of lifelong learning and participate in professional activities and learning communities.
(x) Beginning special education professionals advance the profession by engaging in activities such as advocacy and mentoring.
(y) Beginning special education professionals provide guidance and direction to para-educators, tutors, and volunteers.
COURSE AGENDA: 
The course learning activities and approach is flexible and will be adjusted to the needs and interests of the group.  In addition, the content may be reordered to better address student interest and needs.  
	Date
	Topic

	July 10

	Overview of Course, Syllabus & Assignments, Review of the Weebly UDL
Class Structures (Class Norms, Parking Lot, Technology Use During Class)
Getting to Know Who We Are: Why ‘Education’ Groupings?

Introduction: What is Special Education? 

Marshmallow Challenge

Introduction to the Case Study – Video/Image Observations (CONFIDENTIALITY)

Observational Report - Practice Writing Observations  
(What do you observe?  What you see, not what you feel...yet. What now?  (What are the implications? What are your next steps?)
Behavior, Adaptive Behavior, & Social Skills: Charting behavior data 

Choosing an Inquiry Project Topic

MA Disability Categories (definitions, terms, prevalence, theories on cause, characteristics and effects) 

Closing Reflection: Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has. 
Margaret Mead
Exit Slip: Questionnaire on Course Topics 
Blog: Online Learning Introduction to Special Needs (Exceptionalities) 

	July  15

Possible Date

To Be Discussed

Mini- Assignment Due
Bring Laptops
	Questions: Syllabus, Assignments, and the Weebly

Flight Practice: With an ELL Perspective

Philosophy, History, Legislation and Litigation……A hunting we will go….
       Federal Law: PL 94-142 (IDEA) and its reauthorizations

       PL 93-112 (Section 504)

       PL 101-336 (ADA), Massachusetts Law: Chapter 776 

       Bullying Legislation, Response to Intervention

Case Study – Review Reports and Highlight Important Information
Interpreting standard scores, percentile ranks, stanines, scaled scores, GE and AE scores

Inquiry Project – Introduction to a Weebly! Loading up Material

Communication Disabilities

a. Background- definitions, terms, prevalence, theories, characteristics, effects 

b. Teaching Strategies, Specific Programs and Accommodations

Closing Reflection: To teach in a manner that respects and cares for the souls of our students is essential if we are to provide the necessary conditions where learning can most deeply and intimately begin– Hooks 1994
Exit Slip: Finalizing your Inquiry Topic (What do you need to do to finish?)

Blog: Special Education Resources and Regulations

	July 17
	Raindrops Keep Falling On My Head!
A Sampling Perspectives on Learning Theories 

What ideas speak to you as an educator? How can we use them in our teaching?

How can we use these ideas in our case study?  

1. Meaning Making

2. Universal Design For Learning – Systems of Learning – CAST.org 

3. All Kinds of Minds – Mel Levine

4. Learning Styles – Howard Gardner

5. Constructivism

6. Social Learning Theory

7. Behaviorism
IEP Cast Study Practice/Work (more documents to review)

Behavior:  Another Perspective Beyond Token Economies (Text Based Discussion, Play and Investigate Strategies, and Conversation) Collaborative Problem Solving, Responsive Classroom; ComicLife Introduction and Social Stories

Autism

a. Background- definitions, terms, theories on cause, characteristics and effects 

b. Teaching Strategies, Specific Programs and Accommodations
Closing Reflection- All humanity is one undivided and indivisible family, and each one of us is responsible for the misdeeds of all the others. Gandhi
Exit Slip: Take-Away Strategies and Thoughts
Blog: Positive Behavior Strategies and Resources

	July 24


	Learning to Read – Reading by the Rules
Individualized Education Introduction 

Specialized Instruction, Accommodations versus Modification

Pros and Cons of Labeling, Least Restricted Environment
Pre-referral Guidelines: Response To Intervention Models and Child Study 

Child Study Referral Report – Practice Writing Referral Report (DCAP/RTI)
Learning Disabilities

a. Background- definitions, terms, prevalence, theories on cause, characteristics 
b. Teaching Strategies, Specific Programs and Accommodations

Closing Reflection- A child educated only at school is an uneducated child. George Santayana
Exit Slip: Take-Away Strategies and Thoughts
Blog: Specific Learning Disability

	July 31
Resource Binder

Due
	Difference or Disorder….How would you decribe…

Here come the Unthinkables!  Social Thinking Curriculum – Sensory Modulation
IEP Process (Preferral, Referral, Evaluation, IEP) Case Study 

a. RTI – Tier I Intervention: DCAP (with accommodations)

b. RTI – Tier 2 Intervention: Pre-referral (Referral Report):Child Study Report

c. Evaluation Process  (Review Case Study Evaluations)

d. IEP, Learning Objectives and Benchmarks
Resource Binder Share Out
Closing Reflection- I was taught that the world had a lot of problems; that I could struggle and change them; that intellectual and material gifts brought the privilege and responsibility of sharing with others less fortunate; and that service is the rent each of us pays for living — the very purpose of life and not something you do in your spare time or after you have reached your personal goals.    Marian Wright Edelman
Exit Slip: Take-Away Strategies and Thoughts
Blog: Response to Intervention, IEP Process, and Finding an Education BLOG just for you!

	August 7
Inquiry Project Due
	Me Moves! Sensory Integration and Learning

Inquiry Project Presentations
SLD (Specific Learning Disability) Eligibility Regulations and Paperwork!
Educational Assessment Part A and B

MCAS/PARCC Accommodations and Alternative Assessment

Closing Reflection- The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in the moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands in times of challenge and controversy. Martin Luther King, Jr
Exit Slip: Last Words…. I use to think…now I….
Blog: Lasting Resources 
Course evaluation
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