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nine essential strategies have become somewhat of a foregone conclusion.  It is certainly 


not my intent to review their extensive meta-analysis, or to sell any one of the strategies 


over the others.  I would simply note that in addition to other achievement data noted by 


those esteemed researchers, each instructional strategy may be linked with brain-based 


research to at least some extent although some anecdotal evidence and empirical 


reasoning is necessary to make these popular strategies compatible with our focus on 


brain-compatible learning. 
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Several popular instructional strategies
are supported by brain-based research.





image3.pdf


54 
 


 


 When it comes to brain-based learning, one of the two major pillars is emotion.  


We are social creatures at heart, and youth arguably presents an enhanced range and 


variety of emotional stimuli and responses.  Yet, the typical response by teachers when 


The beneficial, intensifying effect of emotion is not limited to strong positives; a vast 


degree of emotions exist before we reach negative territory.  For example, intrigue, 


wonder, anticipation, excitement, challenge, success, struggle even controlled 


confusion all can have their part to heighten sensory input and increase attention and 


meaningfulness to the learner, which then extends information processing time in 


working memory.  With the addition of emotion, the social context of the learning 


situation imprints with the knowledge itself, significantly increasing the quantity and 


intensity of encoded pathways in the brain.  More coding means better coding, which in 


turn means enhanced retention and longer duration of recall. 
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Emotion provides a stronger backing for a

given learning experience, and acts as an
intensifier in episodic memory.
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