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         Student: Joseph Smith
     Grade: K, Marybeth Zabowsky

Student Strengths:

Joseph is quite good at building with legos and will play structured card games with peers (Uno or Go Fish). He will also use the computer with a peer and though he enjoys dramatic play, his themes tend to be violent (weapons and fighting). Parents and teachers are concerned about these violent themes. 
Child Study Referral History and Current Overview:

Joseph is in a kindergarten classroom and started his schooling at Devotion in September of 2010.  He went to a private preschool in the Brookline area (2008-2008 school year). 

His classroom teacher describes him as a student who appears sad, frustrated, and unhappy at school.  She notes that he is struggling socially and academically.  Improvement in affect was noted in February though academic skills are far below expectations. Both parents and ELL teacher note the same general concerns (English and Hebrew). Joseph speaks English and Hebrew and he speaks Hebrew at home (they are from Israel).  Joseph did receive ELL services until January of 2010 when the learning team concluded that more time in the classroom would support his integration into this community. English is his primary academic language.  Parents note a history of slow learning and extreme shyness.  Teachers wondered about his emotions and their affect on his performance in school.

Joseph has received reading and math support from specialists this year. He has made some progress but both teachers and parents are very concerned about his academic (math and literacy) and social growth (little social interaction).  Joseph has a difficult time forming and recognizing letters.  He often draws them in pieces and requires additional time and individual adult support to complete the task (though can be resistant to support).  Though Joseph works on his academic tasks, he often is unable to complete them successfully and appears to misunderstand the directions.

Current Intervention Plan:
Kindergarten:

The classroom teacher states that Joseph demonstrates difficulties with pre-academic skills. Literacy and Math specialists provide direction consultation to the classroom teacher for inclass strategies and support (math and literacy). The math specialists work directly with the student on a weekly basis. Kindergarten assessment noted low language and pre-academic skills 10/09.  The CST contact person, Jordana Spitz, provided consultation to the classroom teacher. See CST Report (Stefanini, 2010) for more details.
Area of Needed Support: Joseph’s mathematical and literacy skills require continued explicit instruction in small group settings. Explicit socialization engagement and verbalization in the classroom requires additional adult support.
Current Classroom Accommodations: These accommodations will provide Joseph with supports that allow her to access the curriculum. 
Academic, Attention and Organizational Strategies:

a. Preferential seating (close to the instruction and a quiet work area)

b. Frequent check-ins and ample positive praise for success.

c. Breaking multi-step directions into single directives.
d. Use of multiple modalities and context when presenting directions and instructional content.

e. Use visuals and manipulatives to guide/anchor his thinking.

f. Provide explicit practice, preview and reinforcement to organize details to hand ‘big-picture’ events. Use a sequential approach.

g. Joseph should be provided with clear, concise language models to support his development of language structure.  

h. Joseph should be provided with multiple opportunities and novel experiences to expose him to new vocabulary.

i. Use praise, not negative reinforcement, to encourage expected behaviors and work performance.

j. Checklists for task completion, reminders, sequential tasks…

Supportive Program for 2010:

1. Joseph will participate in a small group math and literacy specialist instruction for the remainder of the school year and in second grade.

2. Joseph will participate in Tier 3 Response to Intervention Instruction for Reading and Mathematics in the Learning Center.  

3. Weekly teacher consultation with the special education teacher.

4. Continued ELL consultation services.

5. Participation in a friendship group.

6. Initial evaluation in October, 2010.

Facilitators 2010-2011: Gina Stefanini and Jordana Spitz 

gina_stefanini@brookline.k12.ma.us  617-879-4423

jordana_spitz@brookline.k12.ma.us  617-879-4409
CST Recommendations:

CST Team reviewed Intervention History, teacher interviews, current academic performance, parent concerns, and classroom observations.  The team has recommended initial testing in the following areas:

1. Psychological  and Academic  Testing

The current classroom teacher, ELL teacher, CST Point Person, and parents agree with the recommendation for additional information through initial testing.  Testing will occur in October, 2010.


