Brookline Public Schools Action Plan    E. Devotion School 5/17/2011

Student: Will   Grade: Kindergarten     CST Facilitator: Gina Stefanini 

Student Strengths:

Bill has very strong academic skills and has an obvious love for learning. He brings strong background knowledge with him, which allows him to examine new information with a solid knowledge base. Bill has a musical gift and plays the violin and piano. Bill has strong problem solving skills. When faced with a problem he is able to consider several possibilities in order to come up with a solution. Bill’s math skills are strong. He has a solid sense of mathematical concepts and is able to apply his understanding to new activities. Bill has incredibly strong expressive language skills. He loves participating in discussions and always makes insightful comments. When Bill tells a story or shares information, it is clear, sequential, and topical. He offers insightful comments about the stories we read together and makes good connections to his own experiences and prior knowledge. Bill’s receptive language skills are equally strong. When listening to directions, he takes the time to digest each step and ask clarifying questions as needed. 

History and Current Overview:

Bill was referred for an action plan as a result of a re-evaluation in May, 2011 that demonstrated strong academic skills in reading, writing and math.  In addition, language skills in expressive/receptive, vocabulary and background knowledge are also strong. Bill’s successful classroom experiences require specific classroom strategies.  An Action Plan was created to ‘capture’ current classroom strategies, learning style information, and monitoring systems for coping skills development.

Key Evaluation Results (2011): Psychological:  Results of the WISC-IV indicate that Bill’s Verbal Comprehension, Perceptual Reasoning, Working Memory and Processing Speed Index scores all fell within the Average range with verbal reasoning in the high average range. Academic Testing: Results revealed above grade level academic skills (literacy, math, background knowledge). Speech and Language: Social pragmatic language test results revealed Bill presents with solidly average to above average pragmatic language skills. He interprets nonverbal messages accurately and displays appropriate use of facial cues, body language, and tone of voice.
Area of Needed Support/Current Focus Question: 

How can we help Bill to gain the coping skills needed to fully participate in school? 

Intervention Plan:

1. Develop a positive and secure relationship with Bill.  He needs to connect with the adults in the room in order to feel competent to manage frustrations and upsets.

2. Provide a calming area of the classroom that Bill (and other students) can use when their ‘engines are too high’.

3. Incorporate the language that Bill uses to communicate his feelings.  

a. Raindrop-Puddle-Pond-Ocean problem scale.

b. Unthinkables and Superflex
4. Continued participation in a friendship group.  Use the Social Thinking curriculum to reinforce feelings and strategies for upsets.

5. Billy responds well to the Collaborative Problem Solving techniques where he actively participates in solving problems and formulating systems to stay calm and engaged.
6. Continued parent contact and home supports is recommended.

7. Allow Bill to take a break when he thinks he is having an upset/problem.  Short breaks increase participation for the entire school day.
8. Specials can be especially stressful for Bill.  Allow Bill to leave the work area, observe before participating and complete the task when calm.  The classroom aide should go to the specials and have a ‘special signal’ with Bill so he can communicate when he needs to leave the area.
9. Bill can become upset when hurt by another student’s words or behaviors.  Bill has little experience handling these emotions and requires positive, guided support to understand and make positive decisions.  
10. Specific seating at meeting and his desk cluster is important to his success.  Provide calm and positive peers.
Prepared by: Gina Stefanini in conjunction with CST Team, PSS Team and Classroom Teacher, 4/2011

