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Background Information


Johnnie Smith is a 15 year old sophomore at a small, mid-western high school.  He has been identified as having special needs and is served in an EBD program at his school.  His records indicate Bipolar Disorder and ADHD.  Johnnie is in the general education setting for 6 of his 8 classes each day.  The remaining 2 classes are completed in the Resource Specialist Program room.  Johnnie takes Lithium and Ritalin.


Johnnie was referred for a Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA) due to non-compliant, oppositional behaviors.  Non-compliant, oppositional behaviors are operationally defined as follows:

Immediately upon receiving a directive from his teacher Johnnie says, “I won’t and you can’t make me,” or “I don’t want to,” or “I don’t have to.”  These verbalizations are accompanied by screwing up his face and looking hard at the teacher, and possibly throwing his work or pushing it off of his desk.

Indirect Data


Three Indirect Data Sources have been used in this report:

Data from the IEP

Interview with Johnnie’s Mother

Interview with Johnnie’s Resource Specialist Teacher


Data obtained from the IEP.  A history of the undesired behavior is indicated in the IEP.  No interventions have been previously implemented, however an FBA is recommended if the behavior persists or gets worse.

Data obtained from the interview with Johnnie’s Mother.  Ms. Sterns, Johnnie’s mother, indicated she and Johnnie’s father have divorced and she is remarried.  She stated that Johnnie’s father displayed similar behaviors towards her and Johnnie had viewed them while they were married.  Ms. Sterns indicated her current husband has ADHD and she wonders if her first husband also had this condition.  Her current husband is sometimes oppositional and Johnnie views this behavior.  Johnnie has contact with his biological father and indicates that after a weekend with him Johnnie has difficulty.  She states that Johnnie displays non-compliant, oppositional behaviors towards her and her husband.  She is at a loss as to how to manage these behaviors, and because of Johnnie’s size she is somewhat afraid.  Her spouse has encouraged her to send Johnnie to live with his father.  Friends and neighbors are concerned about the behaviors and may avoid Johnnie.  Johnnie has displayed these behaviors since he was a child.  They are better when he takes medication.

Data obtained from the interview with Johnnie’s Resource Specialist Teacher.  Mr. Anderson, Johnnie’s Resource Specialist Teacher, indicates he has seen the undesired behavior and that he believes it is displayed more in the RSP room than in the Gened rooms.  Johnnie is conscious of what his non-disabled peers see and think.  He thinks Johnnie may be more prone to non-compliance on Mondays.  He indicated Johnnie is better when on medication.  Johnnie does not like to be told what to do, and responds better when given options.

In general, Johnnie seems unhappy and angry, frustrated and confused.
Direct Data

Two Direct Data Sources have been used in this report:
ABC Data and Analysis

Observation using Frequency Recording 


Data obtained from the ABC analysis.  The ABC analysis revealed antecedent conditions, conditions which seemed to precede the undesired behavior.  Antecedents were a work directive by the Teacher or Teacher / Para.


Antecedents that preceded desired behaviors were incentive points, attention and interest.   


Consequences which succeeded undesired behaviors were generally attentional in nature  including Para calling Johnnie, T visiting and working with Johnnie personally, Para reminding Johnnie, students laughing and Para deducting points.


Consequences which succeeded desired conditions included points and attentional behaviors: Para asks if he gets points & T indicates he is glad to see Johnnie; T leaves Johnnie [engaged in a task he enjoys] and he works alone; T gives him points and “You did a good job listening / thanks.”


Data obtained from the frequency recording.  Johnnie was observed for 10 days from 9:05 am - 9:55 am.  The frequency of the undesired non-compliant, oppositional behaviors was recorded.  There were 10 observations with an average occurrence of the undesired behavior of 3.8 times.  The range of the behavior varied from 1 occurrence to 9 occurrences.


A pattern was noted.  The undesired behaviors were greatest in frequency immediately following Johnnie’s weekend with his biological father.
Environmental Manipulation


Johnnie was observed for 2 days from 9:05 am - 9:55 am.  The frequency of the undesired non-compliant, oppositional behaviors was recorded.  During this time an environmental manipulation was implemented.  The environmental manipulation was an incentive.  The incentive was that Johnnie could work, individually with Mr. Anderson on transition and interests for his life after high school, for 15 minutes at the end of class.  This incentive was available if he was not observed being non-compliant or oppositional more than 3 times between 9:05 am and 9:35 am.

Data obtained from the frequency recording during the environmental manipulation. The data reveals that Johnnie was observed for 2 days, and non-compliant or oppositional behaviors were noted on average of 2 times, with a range of from 1 to 4.  It should be noted that this took place on a Monday and Tuesday following a visit with Johnnie’s father.

Hypotheses and Suggestions

Historical data indicates that Johnnie’s non-compliant or oppositional behavior has been in place previously.  Both Johnnie’s mother and teacher have noticed the behavior and indicated that it is worse when preceded by a directive, and better when followed by options.  They also indicated that Johnnie is likely to engage in an argument following the behaviors (attention.)  Observational data supported some guesses about antecedents; Johnnie did seem more likely to display the undesired behavior following a directive, and less likely when afforded attention, tasks he enjoyed or incentives.  The ABC Analysis indicated that attention is a frequent consequence of Johnnies’ undesired behavior.  Overall it is hypothesized that Johnnie displays non-compliant or oppositional behavior following directives, from a person of authority (teacher, para, parent) in order to receive attention from these persons of authority, and sometimes from peers.

It is suggested that his teacher build-in quality time and attention from person of authority with Johnnie in order to fulfill this need, and also to increase compliance and time on task.  The environmental manipulation suggested that Johnnie will comply in order to earn such time.
Appendix A:  Raw Data On Johnnie Smith

IEP DATA

Questions Guiding Data Collection

1.
Is there a history of the non-compliant, oppositional behaviors in Johnnie’s IEP?

Mention of non-compliant, opposition behavior is in this student’s IEP.  The comment reads, “If Johnnie’s refusal to comply with authority figures continues or gets worse in the next academic year it is advisable to complete an FBA.

2.
What interventions, if any, have been made in the past?  What was the success of these 

interventions?

No interventions were noted.

3.
What other information is there that provides insight into the function of Johnnie’s non-

compliant, oppositional behaviors?

The IEP indicates that there has been a history of family unrest, and Johnnie’s behavior seems to get worse during these periods of unrest.

Interview With Johnnie’s Mother, April 17, 2006


Ms. Sterns, mother of Johnnie Smith, consented to completing an interview related to his non-compliant, oppositional behavior.  The following questions, prepared in advance, were asked of Ms. Sterns.

1.
The school is concerned with a certain type of behavior from Johnnie, this year.  

The behavior is defined as follows:  Immediately upon receiving a directive from his teacher Johnnie says, “I won’t and you can’t make me,” or “I don’t want to,” or “I don’t have to.”  These verbalizations are accompanied by screwing up his face and looking hard at the teacher, and possibly throwing his work or pushing it off of his desk.  Tell me about your experience with this behavior at home, please.

Ms. Sterns indicated that Johnnie’s father is a belligerent antagonistic person.  Although the parents are divorced, Johnnie saw his father relate to his mother with this behavior for the first 10 years of his life.  Ms. Sterns is remarried, and her current husband has been diagnosed with ADHD, and sometimes is oppositional, too.  She wonders if Mr. Smith, Johnnie’s father, has ADHD.

Johnnie still has contact with his father on alternate weekends.  He was home this last weekend, but saw his father the previous weekend. “It’s hard for him when he gets back home; he seems upset and it takes a day or two for him to settle down.”

Ms. Sterns indicated Johnnie can be quite obnoxious to her, too.  She tells him to clean his room and he says, “If you don’t like it this way, I’ll go live with my Dad!”  When his step-father tried to support Ms. Sterns, Johnnie would get worse, saying things like, “You’re not my father.  Who the h--- do you think you are telling me what to do?”  He gets more argumentative, and Ms. Sterns says her husband has a hard time just walking away from Johnnie.

Some neighbors have complained about Johnnie’s behavior, over the years, too.

Johnnie’s friends just avoid him when he gets into these oppositional moods.

Teachers have talked about the behavior since he was a little kid.

When he takes his medicine it seems to be less of a problem.

2.
If you have noticed this behavior, what have you done and how well has it worked?

Ms. Sterns confirms that the behavior happens at home, too.  She says she tells Johnnie to go to his room.  When he was little this seemed to work, but now his is 6’ tall and she can’t make him if he won’t go.

“I was hoping you’d have some ideas for me that would work better,” she said.

3.
Have any of Johnnie’s other teachers been successful in stopping or lessening the 

non-compliant, oppositional behavior?
Johnnie’s 5th grade teacher was very patient with him, and did not give him directives.  Instead she gave him choices.  She would say, “Johnnie, you can work on math problems on page 10 for 30 minutes or read aloud for 20 minutes in your book.  You decide which you want to do.  I’ll check back with you in a few minutes.”  This usually worked.

4.
Other

When asked if there was anything she would like to add, Ms. Sterns indicated that now that Johnnie is getting older his temper seems to be getting wilder and she is sometimes afraid of him.  Her husband has been pressuring her to send him to live with his father.

Interview With SPED Teacher, April 18, 2006


An interview was completed with Johnnie’s Resource Specialist Teacher, Mr. Anderson, as he manages his case.

1.
As you know, the school is concerned with a certain type of behavior from Johnnie, 
this year.  The behavior is defined as follows:  Immediately upon receiving a directive from his teacher Johnnie says, “I won’t and you can’t make me,” or “I don’t want to,” or “I don’t have to.”  These verbalizations are accompanied by screwing up his face and looking hard at the teacher, and possibly throwing his work or pushing it off of his desk.  Tell me about your experience with this behavior at school, please.

Johnnie shows this behavior more in the special education room than in his general education classes.  I think he does not want the gened kids to see him act out.  Also, he is under more stress in the Resource Room because that is where we work on the subjects he has most difficulty with.

It seems that Johnnie is more prone to the non-compliance on Mondays, but not all Mondays.  Like last Monday he was fair, but the Monday before he was just terrible, for example.  He’s also more prone to being non-compliant or oppositional when our para tells him to do something -- and they end up arguing with each other.

2.
If you have noticed this behavior, what have you done and how well has it worked?

Mr. Anderson indicated he notices this behavior on a daily basis.  Johnnie’s general education teachers have commented on it, too, although Mr. Anderson has not noticed it as much in the general education classrooms when he has been in those rooms working with students.

He was on medication but sometimes he stops taking it.

3.
Have you been successful in stopping or lessening the non-compliant, oppositional 

behavior?
Johnnie especially does not like to be told what to do.  Mr. Anderson indicated that if he says, “Johnnie, take out your reading” he’s likely to get the refusal behavior.  But if he says, “Johnnie, we’re going to work on reading, social studies and study for your Tech test.  Which shall we do first?” Johnnie is more likely to pick studying for the Tech test with little refusal behavior.  

Johnnie seems to do much better when he is taking his medication.  He is more level, and less impulsive.

4.
Other

Johnnie generally seems very unhappy and angry, sometimes confused and frustrated.

A-B-C DATA and Analysis

(non-compliant, opposition behavior shown in red)

	Date/Time
	Antecedent
	Behavior
	Consequence
	(Function)

	Mon.

9am

RSP
	T says, “Come in and get ready to work.”
	Johnnie stays in hallway after the bell rings.
	Para goes to the door and calls out to him, “Johnnie, get in here.”
	attention

	9:05
	T says, “Good morning.  If you are ready to work by the second bell you will earn an extra 10 points.”
	Johnnie comes in and sits down at his desk just as the bell rings.
	Para asks, “Does Johnnie get extra points?”  Teacher replies, “Sure; I’m glad to see him here!”
	attention

	9:10
	T says, “I have posted your assignments on the bulletin board.  You can check them to see what you need to do this week.  After you have checked them, list each assignment from the one that is due first to the one due last, please.”
	Johnnie rummages through his back pack while others check the board and begin their lists.
	T visits with Johnnie, “It’s time to get focused on school, Johnnie.  Take out a pencil and paper so you can make your list, please.  I want to go over it with you.”
	attention

	9:11
	
	Johnnie begins his list and discusses the items on it with T, and then begins to complete illustration for his group science project.
	T leaves Johnnie and he works alone.
	On-task

	9:35
	T says, “We have about 20 minutes left.  Please put away your work.  Then come over to the round table;  I’d like to talk with all of you about upcoming IEPs.”
	Johnnie continues working on his illustration. 
	Para reminds him to put away his work, “You need to get cleaned up.”  They argue for a few minutes.
	attention


A-B-C DATA and Analysis, cont.

	Date/Time
	Antecedent
	Behavior
	Consequence
	(Function)

	9:40
	T says, “Johnnie, come over to the round table, please.” Para also says to T, “I told him to clean up.”
	Johnnie says, “Yea, well you ain’t the teacher so don’t go acting so hoity toity.  I don’t have to do what you say.”
	Other students laugh.

Para says, “That’s 20 points off your card.”  They argue for a moment over the deduction of points.
	attention

	9:42
	Teacher explains that IEPs will be reviewed, soon, and especially for the older students a focus on transition will be emphasized.  He asks the students to think about what they want to do after they’ve finished high school.  He talks about some possibilities.
	Johnnie listens.
	Teacher gives him points, says, “You did a good job listening, Johnnie.  Thanks.”
	attention

	9:55 
	Bell rings
	Johnnie leaves.
	Moves to next class.
	n/a


A-B-C Analysis

After reviewing Johnnie’s ABC observation data the following is apparent:

1.
Antecedent conditions which preceded undesired behaviors:

· Johnnie or Johnnie and the rest of the class are given a work directive by the Teacher or Teacher / Para.

2.
Antecedent conditions which preceded desired conditions:

· T offers an incentive (points).

· T responds to undesired behavior with personal attention -> Johnnie following directives. (attention)

· T talks about IEPs, transitions and plans for after high school. (interest)

3.
Consequences which succeeded undesired behaviors:

· Attentional behaviors, including Para calling Johnnie, T visiting and working with Johnnie personally, Para reminding Johnnie, students laughing and Para deducting points.

4.
Consequences which succeeded desired conditions:

· Points and attentional behaviors: Para asks if he gets points & T indicates he is glad to see Johnnie; T leaves Johnnie [engaged in a task he enjoys] and he works alone; T gives him points and “You did a good job listening / thanks.”

Frequency Observation


Johnnie was observed for 10 school days during the time period of 9:05 am - 9:55 am.  Each incident of the undesired behavior was tallied.  Data collected is as follows:

	Date / Time
	Frequency

	Monday 4/3
	//// ////                        9

	Tuesday 4/4
	////                             5

	Wednesday 4/5
	//// /                           6

	Thursday 4/6
	///                              3

	Friday 4/7
	/                                1

	Monday 4/10 
	////                             4

	Tuesday 4/11
	//                               2

	Wednesday 4/12
	///                              3

	Thursday 4/13
	/                                1

	Friday 4/14
	////                             4


N= 10

_

X= 3.8

R= 1 - 9

Environmental Manipulation

	Date / Time
	Frequency

	Monday 4/3
	///                        3

	Tuesday 4/4
	/                           1


N = 2

_

X = 2.0

R = 1-3
