Hope

Background

Hope is a 9 year, 5 month-old girl who has just completed the third grade.  She was born in Lima, Peru and was adopted by an American family shortly after birth.  She was delivered via an emergency C-section and is described as being a jittery baby and fretful infant.  She has a history of well-controlled epilepsy (petit mal seizures) and currently reports experiencing periods of “dizziness.”  Her early language development was within normal limits and she was toilet trained by two years.  Over the years she has had many ear infections as well as numerous allergies.  She currently suffers from asthma.

Neuropsychological Assessment

The WISC-III was administered on 6/1/03.  The following results were obtained:

                 Scaled                                  Scaled

Verbal           Score      %ile    Performance          Score   %ile

---------------------------------   -----------------------------
Information       5         5      Picture Completion    12      75

Similarities      10        50     Coding                10      50

Arithmetic        10        50     Picture Arrangement   8       40

Vocabulary        11        63     Block Design          2       <1

Comprehension     10        50     Object Assembly       5       5

(Digit Span)      10        50     

---------------------------------   -----------------------------
 Despite overall average intelligence, there is considerable scatter in the individual subtests.  Hope had tremendous difficult with following through in problem-solving.  She wasn’t able to monitor details on the Block Design and she seems to rely on memory.  She also displays trouble with the integration of information.

Educational and Language Assessment

Hope’s performance reveals that her language competencies are reading skills are in the average to significantly below average range.  Hope manifests deficits in many areas of language development:  language processing at the phonologic, semantic, syntactic levels, rate of processing, expressive language, and word retrieval.  In addition, specific concerns are suggested in Hope’s ability to transfer knowledge and learning from one context to another as well as her ability to understand and use abstract language.

Hope’s oral reading (word recognition) is at the Instructional level at grade two and at the Frustration level for grade three.  Her comprehension is estimated to be at an Instructional level for grade two text and at a Frustration level for grade three text.  Difficulties in single word identification in word identification have a direct, negative impact on Hope’s reading comprehension.  Deficits in language processing (syntactic and semantic understanding) also affect her ability to comprehend text and answer questions designed to assess reading comprehension.

